
Dear Friends in Christ:

For just a moment, I invite you to think about a time in your life when Jesus was
made present to you through a priest. Perhaps it was a moment of great joy and
celebration, or when they walked alongside you in a moment of deep sorrow. Maybe
it was during last week’s homily, which seemed as if it was meant just for you. Or
perhaps in the confessional, when feelings of shame were replaced with grace and
peace as he absolved you of your sin. 

Each of these moments is a beautiful reminder that our spiritual shepherds are
central to God’s plan for his people. Together, let us celebrate this beautiful gift
of the diocesan priesthood and consider how God is inviting us to support our
shepherds in their vocation. 

Saint John Vianney, patron of parish priests (whose feast day is August 4), helps us
understand the importance of priestly vocations. His story is particularly relatable in
our time. He grew up amid political unrest and war, with his early years surrounded
by divisiveness and violence. Yet, it was from this challenging experience that he
was drawn to a life of service. 

His first priestly assignment was to a small town. He had few resources, and the
people there had a serious lack of faith. However, he remained committed to his
vocation, and his life became a living model for the people. He was known to spend
hours in preparation for his homilies, doing so while in the sacristy so he could stay
close to and in sight of Jesus, present in the Eucharist. 

It was St. John Vianney's devotion to our Lord that drew people ever closer to their
Heavenly Father. Your parish priest shares much in common with this great saint,
facing many of the same joys and similar challenges. He serves in a time of
widespread fear and uncertainty, in a society less and less concerned with holiness
and virtue. He is likely assigned to a small parish, or cluster of parishes, and probably
has very few resources at his disposal! 

Yet, like St. John Vianney, these barriers are steppingstones to holiness for those
who serve the Lord. With the heart of a servant, God uses his priests to do great
things for his people. 
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With a continued shortage of priests, an issue felt around the world, most priests are
caring for multiple parishes and, frequently, a Catholic school. Very often resources
are limited. In their preparation for the priesthood, the financial burden is
significant, with the average annual cost for one seminarian being approximately
$40,000 per year in our diocese. 

Without financial support, many seminarians would not be able to pursue their
priestly vocation. To assist them in their studies, we take up a special collection for
seminarian education expenses each August in the Diocese of Gaylord, in honor of
St. John Vianney.

We are blessed to have two new seminarians this fall in the Diocese of Gaylord,
joining three others who will continue their studies and journey towards the
priesthood. 

This is a special year, as we embark on a national Eucharistic
Revival. Jesus Christ invites us to return to the source and
summit of our faith: his Real Presence in the Eucharist. The
Eucharistic Revival is a movement to restore understanding
and devotion to this great mystery here in the United States.
Like St. John Vianney, we are called to pursue a life whose
central focus is on the sacraments, where we keep Jesus
“within sight” in all that we do. 

The heart of this Eucharistic Revival — and ultimately the
heart of the Church — is our diocesan priests. Our shepherds
fill us with great hope, for they bring Jesus to us, and us to
him. Our priests are called to be champions of faith in our
lives, the foot soldiers in the spiritual battleground of the
everyday. So too, we must be the champions of our priests
and seminarians.

I ask you to support our
seminarians. Please pray for
them, and consider a financial
contribution to this year's
Seminarian Education Fund. 

Our lives are transformed through the sacraments and through our priests. Thank
you for making an impact in their lives through your prayer and financial support. 
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